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stood to imply, any sex in the thing spoken of. How the
change from subjective gender to what may be called objective
gender took place, if it took place at all, we can only con-
jecture.1 When the different modes of speech of the sexes
began to fuse into one, and the double forms of all words,
the masculine and the feminine, were competing against
each other for a place in the common speech, it might be
felt natural that, of the duplicate forms for " man " and
" woman ", those were best entitled to survive which each
sex had formerly used in speaking of itself. Thus, if men
had been accustomed to speak of a woman asfeminus, while
women had spoken of one of their sex as fe-mina, it might
be felt proper to retain the form femina, and discard the
form feminus. Conversely, if men had been wont to call a
man anthropos, while women had called him anthropa, the
form anthropos would survive in the struggle for existence,
and the form anthropa would perish. If this or something
like this happened, it would naturally suggest by analogy
the convenience of applying the old masculine and feminine
inflexions in a new way to distinguish the sex, no longer of
the speaker, but of the object spoken of. Thus the form
equus or the form equa might now be used, not according as
the speaker was male or female, but according as the animal
designated was a horse or a mare. So, too, with adjectives.
Whereas in former times everything white had been called
albus by men, and alba by women, irrespective of the sex
of the object, under the new system, when the two sexes
spoke the same language, everything of the male sex that
was white would be called albus > and everything of the female
sex would be called alba, irrespective of the sex of the speaker.
In short, gender from having been subjective would become
objective. As to sexless objects, the question whether the
masculine or the feminine form should survive would be
largely decided by accident; in other words, by unknown
causes which may have varied with each particular case, and
about which no general principle could be laid down.
1 In my hypothesis of the transition     J. P. "Postgate.    The suggestion will
from subjective to objective gender, I      be found in Techmer's Internationale
have profited by a suggestion of K.      Zeitschrift fur   allgemeine   Sprach-
Brugmann's which was mentioned to      -wissenschajt^ iv. (1889), pp. 104-106.
me in conversation by my friend Prof.